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The post-Vedic scholars evolved several techniques of long range fore-
casting of rainfall based on observation of winds, clouds, sky conditions,
etc., on selected days characterised by the relative position of the sun and
the moon with respect to the stars as well as the position of planets with
respect to sun, moon and stars. A survey of these techniques is made in
this paper.

Introduction

The year to year variations of
the weather occurrences as well as
extremes of weather like floods and
droughts did affect the post-vedic
scholars and they were naturally
compelled to study more deeply the
causes of such variations. After care-
ful observation of the day to day
weather over a prolonged period,
their natural tendency was to cor-
relate certain weather disturbances
during the western disturbances

period as well as the period imme-
diately following it (periods of
fomation and growth of the rain
foetuses), with the quantity of rain-
fall, its intensity and time of occur-
rence during the rainy or monsoon
season. These constituted the first
steps in the formulation of rules of
forecasting rainfall on the long range
in ancient India. Careful observation
of the conditions of sky, wind
temperature, halos round the sun and
the moon and even behaviour of